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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1.   Legislation Introduced to Hand Allconnex Back to Councils 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
E-Flash #130 provided an update in the ongoing South-East Queensland water reform saga and yesterday the Minister for Water Utilities, Stephen Robertson announced removal of the final impediment to Gold Coast City, Logan City and Redland City Councils taking back control of their water distribution and retail functions from 1 July 2012.

The press release notes that each council will be required to comply individually with key elements of the Distribution and Retail Restructuring Act such as implementing long term infrastructure planning, and participation in the Energy and Water Ombudsman dispute resolution process.  In addition, councils will be required to publish price mitigation plans and price paths detailing how they will manage increases, after the State-enforced CPI cap ends.

It will be interesting to see how the legislation deals with requirements that the DR entities have for reporting to the QCA and Netserv plans. Given that the ‘new’ local government service providers will be smaller and have the additional oversight of local government, it would be expected that they will have some difficulty dealing with the onerous requirements placed on the larger Distribution and Retail entities.

The press release is available here: http://www.cabinet.qld.gov.au/mms/StatementDisplaySingle.aspx?id=77041 

Hopefully this will now result in some stability for the staff of Allconnex.

The history:

· Prior to 2008 – 17 local governments with a range of integrated arrangements for bulk water, distribution and retail services across SEQ.

· March 2008 – The local government restructuring process was completed combining seventeen existing SEQ councils and forming ten Water Service Providers within the ten new local governments resulting in significant changes for water staff.

· July 2008 - water retail and wastewater services remained with ten councils but all bulk water functions were mandatorily transferred to the State under three new statutory authorities (Seqwater, Linkwater and Watersecure) and the newly created Water Grid Manager. Many staff changed roles and employers.

State decisions to create various Local Government owned distribution and retail entities.

· 2009 -  Establishment (briefly) of a single Distribution entity to take control of water and wastewater services from the 10 SEQ councils and initial plans to develop three independent retail entities.

· July 2009 State reversal of their previous decision for one Distribution and three retail entities in favour of three Distribution and Retail (DR) entities. Staff already employed in the recently formed Distribution entity were retrenched. 

· July 2010, establishment of: 

· Unitywater (servicing Sunshine Coast and Moreton local government areas)

· Queensland Urban Utilities (servicing Brisbane, Ipswich, Somerset, Lockyer Valley, Scenic Rim local government areas)

· Allconnex Water (servicing Gold Coast, Redlands, Logan local government areas).

While this change resulted in many staff movements and uncertainty, across the region water industry managers, operators and staff worked tirelessly to come to grips with the new structures, imposed price caps, charges and reporting regimes as well as dealing with confusion and anger from customers over complex price increases. Given the massive changes and their early stage of development, progress was positive and rapid.

State’s decision to merge recently created bulk water entities

· December 2010 decision to merge two of the new bulk entities (Watersecure and Seqwater formed in July 2008) by July 2011

· July 2011 Watersecure merged into SEQWater.

State’s decision to remove legislation requiring Local Government-owned DRs

· 7 April 2011, State Government announces that legislation requiring local government distribution retail entities is to be repealed and prices were to be capped (see e Flash #114). This meant that the local governments of SEQ had to make a decision about whether to pull water functions back under direct council management, or leave them with the council-owned entities.  The industry was again thrown into a period of a high-level of uncertainty.
· July 2011, decision by council owners of QUU  (see http://www.urbanutilities.com.au/uploads/file/Media_Releases/20110701-Councils_back_QUU.pdf) and Unity Water (see http://unitywater.com/news.aspx?NewsID=135) to retain the common water utilities. 

· 25 July 2011 Gold Coast council voted to opt-out of Allconnex Water (see e Flash #128).

· 28 July 2011 Logan council voted to stay with Allconnex Water.

· 8 August 2011 Redland council votes to opt-out of Allconnex Water and restore Redland Water operations within council (see E-Flash #130).

· 23 August 2011 Logan Council votes again but determines to opt-out of Allconnex Water

· 16 September 2011 Gold Coast council votes again and confirms the earlier decision to opt-out of Allconnex.

· 11 October 2011 State passes legislation allowing break-up of Allconnex Water and reversing the previous prohibition of having Councillors on the Boards of the remaining two DR entities (see E-Flash #130).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2.   AWA QWater’11 Regional Conference – 4-5 November 2001 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Only a few weeks to go until the AWA QWater’11 conference being held at the Novotel Twin Waters Resort at the Sunshine Coast.  With an exceptional line-up of presenters, this is one conference you should not miss.  Keynote presentations confirmed:

· Ms Kerry Olsson, National Water Commission

· Mr Jon Black, Unitywater

· Mr Andrew Foley, Allconnex Water

· Mr Duncan Maclaine, Urban Development Institute of Australia

For more information and registration please visit the event website 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3.   Funding for Stormwater Harvesting and Reuse Projects 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Australian Government is calling for applications for funding to support eligible stormwater harvesting and reuse projects under the National Urban Water and Desalination Plan: stormwater harvesting and reuse grants round. Projects are sought that capture, treat and use stormwater to ease the pressure on drinking water supplies and deliver improved water quality to our urban waterways.

The objective of the stormwater harvesting and reuse grant is to provide support for urban stormwater harvesting and reuse projects, in cities and towns that contribute to:

· improving the security of water supplies in Australia, without adding to greenhouse gas emissions

· reducing the demand for potable water supplies

· helping to reduce the impact of urban runoff on the ecological condition of receiving waters by protecting or improving water quality and the hydrological regime (e.g. protecting low flows and reducing the impact of high flows).

Follow this link for more information and application form:  http://www.environment.gov.au/water/programs/urban/stormwater-harvesting.html 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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